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Book looks back at comedy legend’s youth

Telling story of
star’s childhood

By TeEGAN CHAPMAN
tegan.chapman@northeast-press.co.uk

A NEW book about com-
edy legend Stan Laurel will
hit the shops next week.

The Making of Stan
Laurel: Echoes of a British
Boyhood examines Lau-
rel’s family background,
his formative years in North
Shields and his struggle to
get his showbusiness career
off the ground.

It’s written by Danny
Lawrence, who was born
and raised in North Shields
just a few hundred yards
from Laurel’s old Dock-
wray Square home.

Laurel never lost sight
of his roots after his ascent
to worldwide fame, spo-
radically returning to his
former home town of North
Shields.

Included in the biog-
raphy are photographs of
Laurel’s boyhood, many
related to recurring themes
in the Laurel and Hardy
comedies

Danny, now of Notting-
ham, said: “His films with
Oliver Hardy will be well
known to the older genera-
tion, and while the younger
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generation may not be
aware of this great comic
actor, they may be inter-
ested to know that many of
today’s comedy stars, such
as Ricky Gervais, readily
acknowledge his influence
on them.

“The book is unique
amongst Stan Laurel bi-
ographies because it em-
phasises the importance
of his British boyhood and
explores the way in which
his early experiences are
echoed in many of the films
he made in Hollywood.”

The Making of Stan

Laurel: Echoes of a British
Boyhood is available from
Tuesday, priced at £29.95.

There will be a launch
event at North Shields Li-
brary, in Northumberland
Square at 7pm, next Thurs-
day, June 30.

Laurel was born as
Arthur Stanley Jefferson
in Ulverston, Cumbria, in
1890 and died in the US at
the age of 74.

A former pupil of the
King’s School at Tyne-
mouth, he lived in Dock-
wray Square during his
time in North Shields.
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. BLOCK PAVING SERVICES

Lk THE NORTH EAST'S LEADING BLOCK PAVING SPECIALISTS
\@f Visit our Website @ wwwiterrychristieblockpaving.co.uk

FIREPLACE FACTORY OUTLET
MASSIVE

STOCK CLEARANCE

20% off Marble

' and Stone surrounds
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¢ Flat renovation

Sunday closed

S

¢ Property developers

¢ Builders and Tradesmen welcome
34 Bedesway, Bede Trading Estate, Jarrow, NE32 3BE
Open: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm e Saturday 9am-4pm

ENHANCE THE BEAUTY AND VALUE OF YOUR PROPERTY!

ALL TYPES OF PAVING TO CHOOSE FROM IN DIFFERENT COLOURS,

DESIGNS AND PATTERNS

o ot Terry Christie Block Paving services we are 100% committed to
Customer Safisfaction

Ei For Non-Sink Blockpaving laid on semidry concrete,

q Every job is prepared with a Geo-Texile Membrane,
fo eliminate weed,

Ei All Paviors we use are made to British Standard (BS 6717)

Ef Our Block Paving contains Iron Oxide Pigments to prolong the look
and quality of our work,

Ef Discounts for Old Age pensioners.
| We are a Fully Insured Company (Over £12 million of cover)
 Wealso repair paving laid by sub-standard confractors.

0] Every job is sealed with a liquid based protective blockpaving
sealant.,
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¥ No “hard-push” salesman will call.
All our employees are on a salary and give free
advice and free on-site survey.
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(] Complete Customer Care Service
Ei We are specialists in Small Brickworks, Garden Walls and Fencing
Ei We Guarantee to beat any genvine Quotation

4 our Block contains waterproof admix to
prevent water penefration,

d Allofour Blockpavers are accredited
to NVQ Level 2 in Modular Paving

A Alofour Groundwork Staff and Blockpavers have
passed a Construction Skills Certificate

¥ All of our Blockpavers and Labourers hold a
City & Guild’s CICS Card,

FINANCE NOW AVAILABLE jr

To cope with our confinuing expansion ferry Christie has recruited M \EWSONS
two new members to his team, Mr Craig Telford B.A,(Hons) M. A, N OF THE B
and Mrs Joanne Telford B.Sc, The husband and wife team have over ONE 0

20 years experience in Retail Financial Services, and are now giving EN
dedicated expert finance advice to all customers of Terry Christie

OUR

Block Paving Services,

Working close ley with the UK largest financial insfitutions Craig

and Joanne are ensuring all customers are offered finance options

to suit their personal circumstances. These packages range {

anywhere from inferest free to interest bearing facilfies, that can { | qengRs
last from anywhere from 12 months to 10 years. \

As we move out of the recession many people are choosing to
improve their homes rather than move house, with our popular (L E
3 ' | ) \W g‘%
finance options we are pleased fo note that we are making this L2 [ \/@
more affordable than ever before, J D "g
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Tel: (0191) 272 8828

Email:terry.christie@hotmail.com
79 Hudson Street, North Shields , Tyne & Wear. NE30 1DL
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T: 0191 430 9416 ¢ Visit our website at www.firesrus.com

Pictures for illustration purposes only. Terms and Conditions apply

ALLOF QLR BLOGE PAYING IS MANUEACTURED OB 4717

31




